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s. Mark Aliapoulios and Joy McIntyre, Directors of Opera I 
Will Graham and Sharon Daniels, Directors of Opera II 
1UU1~ 1.10&~the Arts 
w al h Avenue 
'td Bride, (abridged) 
by Karl Sabina 
Translation by Marion Farquhar 
Concert Hall 
4:00PM 
Bedrich Smetana 
(1824-1884) 
Stage Director: Joy McIntyre 
Choreography: Stephanie Davis 
Stage Management: Brad Peloquin 
Pianists: Miles Goldberg and Carol Churchill 
Wednesday, April 24. 1996 
Marie Heather Schmid 
Jenik Lawrence Bianco 
Kecal Ben Copland 
Vasek Colin Davis 
Ludmilla Karen Johnson 
Esmeralda Lauren Dooley 
Krusina 
Hata 
Micha 
Director 
Indian 
Friday. April 26, 1996 
Marie Marlette Buchanan 
J enik Duane Moody 
Kecal Hung Yun 
Vasek Brad Peloquin 
Ludmilla Heather Petruzelli 
Esmeralda Stephanie Davis 
Patrick Gagnon 
Bandee Kim 
Morgan Moody 
Robert Chalwell 
Robin Dull 
Very special thanks to Hung Yun, Duane Moody, Patrick Gagnon and Robin Dull for joining us by 
inntation . Also, kudos to our troupe of volunteer comedians: Geoffrey Scott, Caitlin McKay, Robin 
Dull , Chung Seo, and Clara and Colin Aliapoulios, as well as our special mystery guest, the grizzly 
bear . 
As with all my endeavors, I am especially grateful to the inspiration and contribution 'which the 
students themselves bring to this undertaking. First of all, to Stephanie Davis for her carefully 
conceived and happily executed Dance of the Comedians. To Brad Peloquin for cheerful and tireless 
efforts in the areas of logistics and properties, and without whom the project could not have taken 
place. Working with us, one gets a good-sized dose of American initiative and team-work: the 
costu mes and most of the properties are provided by the participants themselves. 
. 
I 
Smetana's most beloved work, the Bartered Bride has long since become the Czech national opera. 
Working for two years on the original composition, Smetana sought to prove to his critics that he was a 
master of the Bohemian folk-style. The people of this politically torn area, frequently occupied by the 
hegemonic emp ires surrounding them, clung faithfully to their own ethno-cultural identity. Indeed , we 
see this banner taken up in succession by Smetana 's heirs, Dvor'ak and Janatek. The premiere was on 
May 30, 1866. Revisions and additions contributed to the ultimate success of the opera in a festival 
performance in Vienna in 1892. The folk spirit of the Bohemian people speaks equally out of the text 
and music . The score contains some of the favorite melodies of middle-European opera lovers. The 
second Marie (Ma'r'enka) aria [not included in this production] is a standard of the soprano repertoire 
and the Dance of the Comedians is regular fare in popular orchestral concerts. 
Synopsis : 
Our performance opens with a lovely duet between Marie and Jenik, a young man recently arrived in the 
village. No one seems to know where he comes from, which makes Marie uneasy . Marie 's parents, 
Krusina and Ludmilla, are pressuring her to marry Va°(ek, the shy son of the wealthy landowner, 
Micha and his wife Hata. Kecal, the marriage-broker, assures everyone that he has everything "well 
in hand. " Accordingly, Kecal offers Jenik a bride to give up Marie. Jenik agrees on the condition that 
Marie will only marry "Micha's son." 
In the meantime, Marie tricks varek into believing that this "Marie Krusina," whom he does not know, 
would be a terrible match. Vatek, in tum, rejects the marriage. A traveling circus troupe comes to town 
offering entertainment and the opportunity for Va;'ek to unwittingly reveal his gullibility. All is 
resolved happily as Jenik discloses that he is the long-lost son of Micha, by his first wife . 
The following are excerpts from an assignment in character analysis which cast members completed: 
Jenik : 
Marie: 
Kecal: 
Vatek: 
Ludmilla: 
-
"Laid back with a twist. He has a fiery side and is somewhat tempermental. He is a 
trickster and can be devilish." 
"Her personality is one of idealism. She is a dreamer and always pictures the perfect 
outcome of events. She also worries constantly about things. " 
"He is very excitable . He can be happy and calm in one moment and raving in the next. 
When dealing with people, he somet imes intimidates them with his temper." 
"He is nervous, even timid. He uses his hands frequently in expressing himself since 
they make up for his loss of being able to communicate effectively. varek is not cool." 
"A calm, assertive, clever and loving mother. She is also a devoted wife (to a point). 
She is incensed about the marriage contract and resolves to do all she can to let Marie 
chose." 
Circus Master: "A bit abrasive and very manipulative . His smooth hands show him as someone who 
knows how to get other people to do his work." 
